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Abstract

The formation and transformations of the international system in the modern era have been
influenced by various patterns, structures, and factors. In this regard, continuity and change
have consistently been among the prominent characteristics of the international system
during this period, while numerous factors, including the advancement of science and
technology and changes in the nature and geography of power, have affected the direction
and pace of these transformations. The collapse of the bipolar system, the rapid growth of
technology, the expansion of communication networks, and the diffusion of power have
also influenced the nature of global interactions and led many scholars and policymakers to
believe that the current international order is undergoing transformation into a new order.
Accordingly, the present article seeks to answer the question: What drivers will influence
the formation of the emerging global order? To this end, this study was conducted within
the framework of a qualitative research approach using thematic analysis. The data were
collected through library research (books and online sources) and semi-structured
interviews with 10 experts, and were analyzed using MAXQDA software. The findings
resulted in the identification of eight influential drivers, including the dynamics and global
distribution of power, emerging powers, the growing significance of regions, China—United
States competition, the decline of U.S. hegemony, new technologies, non-state actors, and
global challenges.
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