Supreme National Defense University Quarterly Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in Strategic Knowledge

https://smsnds.sndu.ac.ir E-ISSN: 2980-8413

Vol. 15, No. 1, Issue. 58, Spring 2025 Received: 2024/11/10 Accepted: 2025/02/27

’ Research paper

Explaining the Operational Trends of
Non-State Actors in Human Societies in
Light of Artificial Intelligence

Ali Pour Ghassab Amiri

Assistant Professor, Department of Public International Law, Faculty of Law, Damghan Branch,
Islamic Azad University, Damghan, Iran (Corresponding Author)

Email: aliamiri20@yahoo.com

Majid Alavitabar

PhD Candidate in Public International Law, Faculty of Law, Damghan Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Damghan, Iran

Fakhroddin Aboueiyeh

Assistant Professor, Department of Law, Damghan Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Damghan, Iran

Abstract

International non-state actors, as one of the observers of human rights, undertake a wide range
of monitoring activities. While collecting information related to their areas of activity, they also
provide support to victims and, by directing and raising public awareness, create the conditions
for interaction or confrontation with governments and other actors that violate human rights. At
the same time, some of these actors are themselves considered among the primary violators of
human rights; through extremist, deviant, and terrorist activities, such as those carried out by
ISIS, Al-Qaeda, hacker groups, and others, they pose serious threats to human rights and employ
every available means to achieve their interests, ambitions, and domination. In this context,
access to emerging technologies, particularly the use of artificial intelligence by these actors, has
accelerated their domination-oriented activities, resulting in a more rapid escalation of human
rights violations. The use of artificial intelligence by such actors in lethal weapons for
assassination or its application in infiltrating the privacy of individuals and governments has, in
recent years, been regarded as one of the frequently reported developments and major threats
facing the international community. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this article initially
presents a brief overview of the legal foundations and frameworks concerning the impact of
advances in artificial intelligence on the domination-oriented activities of non-state actors over
human societies. Subsequently, after discussing the concepts of non-state actors and
developments in artificial intelligence, the trends of domination by non-state actors in light of
artificial intelligence are analyzed.
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