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Abstract

As an emerging regional power, Iran seeks to shape its desired regional order within the
international system and, based on specific dynamics, engages in activities within its
regional network. One of the areas constituting Iran’s strategic environment is the Caucasus
region, which can be considered a sub-network in itself. Within the Caucasus sub-network,
the Islamic Republic of Iran has, based on the discourse of the Islamic Revolution,
transformed the fundamental principles of state-centered geopolitical regional orders and
contributed to the activation of network power dynamics in three dimensions: cultural,
economic, and political. Accordingly, this study seeks to answer the question: What are the
components of Iran’s geopolitical regional order in the Caucasus sub-network? Employing
a qualitative documentary analysis method, the authors examine the components of Iran’s
regional order in the Caucasus sub-network within the context of the networking of the
international system. The findings indicate that the most important components of Iran’s
geopolitical order in the Caucasus sub-network include military, human, economic, and
environmental geopolitics. In fact, the network-based perspective considers the components
of Iran’s regional order as an integrated whole and contributes to shaping Iran’s centrality
in the Caucasus. In this regard, Iran, as a central node, can establish a panarchical and
heterarchical order within this sub-network through the model of network-based adaptive
regionalism.
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1. UNMEE: United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea
2. UNMIS: United Nations Mission in Sudan
3. UNAMID: African Union- United Nations Mission in Darfur
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