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Abstract

Foreign policy, through the adoption of defense diplomacy as a key factor influencing
deterrence capabilities in both confrontation and cooperation with other states, has always
been a priority for governments. This approach, aimed at neutralizing threats or asserting
influence through interventionist policies, depends significantly on how governments
perceive and skillfully prepare the necessary groundwork for its effective implementation.
Such strategic positioning profoundly impacts both regional and extra-regional actors due to
its inherent characteristics. The Islamic Republic of Iran, in line with its national and
international policies, consistently faces potential and imminent regional and extra-regional
threats. Countering these threats, particularly in the aerial domain, falls within the
responsibilities of the air defense network, which operates according to established
operational protocols and procedures—a process that entails substantial financial and
resource commitments. This study seeks to examine the role of defense diplomacy in
enhancing defensive deterrence against aerial threats and aims to determine how thisrole can
be effectively executed. Thisapplied research adopts a descriptive-case study approach with
a mixed-methods design. To strengthenthe theoretical framework, 14 subject-matter experts
were selected through purposive snowball sampling until theoretical saturation was
achieved. Additionally, a quantitative sample of 40 specialists was determined using
Cochran's formula to respond to a researcher-developed questionnaire. Through document
analysis and interview results, the dimensions of deterrence—capability, relevance,
credibility, and clarity—were identified based on defense diplomacy and transitional
components. The study conclusively affirmed the direct and significant impact of defense
diplomacy on defensive deterrence against aerial threats, which aligns with the primary
objective of this research. Defense diplomacy serves as a critical instrument in bolstering
Iran's deterrence posture, particularly in mitigating aerial threats. By integrating diplomatic
engagementwith military preparedness, the Islamic Republic of Iran can effectively navigate
complex security challenges while optimizing resource allocation.
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