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Abstract

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) perceives the establishment of a
democratic and Shia government in Iraq and the developments of the Islamic
Awakening as a shift in the balance of power in Iran's favor and an
enhancement of Iran’s regional power and influence. The GCC considers this
to be in conflict with its own survival and existence, making it one of the most
important issues in Iran-Iraq relations. Therefore, the main objective of this
article is to develop defensive strategies for the Islamic Republic of Iran in
response to Iraq's participation and cooperation with the Gulf Cooperation
Council. This applied research was conducted using a quantitative case study
method. Data was collected through library and field research with a sample
size of 38 participants. Based on the research findings, Irag's participation and
cooperation with the GCC can result in four possible scenarios: a) leads to
transformation and surprise, b) does not lead to transformation or surprise, c)
improves relations, d) strains Iran's relations. According to the results, 44
environmental factors were identified, including 17 internal and 27 external
factors. The Islamic Republic of Iran will adopt different positions in each
scenario: a defensive position in scenario a, a conservative position in scenario
b, a competitive position in scenario ¢, and an offensive position in scenario d.
Two strategies were developed and proposed for each scenario.
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