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A

Safeguarding Cultural Security through Strengthening
Islamic Identity: Presenting a Religious Assemblies-
Based Model
Morteza Nesari', Yusef Husein Nejad Khaki®

Abstract

The present study aims to thoroughly analyze the role of religious communities,
known as “Hey’ats” in enhancing cultural-identity security and their simultaneous
correlation with national security. Using thematic analysis and in-depth interviews
with experts in cultural security and religious practices, five overarching themes
were identified: Islamic-Iranian identity-building, resistance discourse creation,
social cohesion, cultural non-active defense mechanisms, and strategic vulnerability
assessment. The findings reveal that Hey’ats play a significant role as “soft security
shields” against cultural soft threats, mainly by redefining concepts such as
martyrdom and sacrifice and producing alternative discourses to counteract liberal-
secular narratives. Moreover, these communities strengthen national cohesion and
bridge social gaps by creating grassroots networks and intelligently managing
societal crises. Nevertheless, the study identified critical challenges, including
the infiltration of disruptive ideologies, a lack of specialized training for religious
performers, and inadequate support mechanisms, which increase their vulnerability
and hinder cultural resilience. In response to these challenges, the study introduces
the “Five-Sided Cultural-Identity Security Model,” operating on three functional
layers: identity-building and resistance discourse creation at the first layer, social
cohesion and cultural passive defense mechanisms at the second layer, and strategic
vulnerability assessment as the third layer. The model emphasizes that with strategic
organization and reinforced operations across these dimensions, Hey’ats can
act as “drivers of soft security,” significantly reducing the security costs of the
system. It is proposed that governing institutions recognize Hey’ats in strategic
national documents not merely as religious organizations but as key contributors
to soft security infrastructure. Furthermore, leveraging their capacity to craft
comprehensive cultural security policies can lead to sustainable security based on
active public participation.

Keywords: Cultural Security, Islamic-Iranian Identity Strengthening,
Resistance Discourse Formation, Social Cohesion, Strategic Pathology,
Religious  Assemblies(Hey’ats)
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