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Abstract

Thisresearch investigates the partisan resistance of ancient Iranians, analyzing its objectives,
dimensions, characteristics, tactics, methods, organizational structures, impacts, and
historical consequences. The study employs a descriptive-applied research methodology
utilizing documentary and library research methods, systematically implemented through
five key stages: data collection, data analysis, data purification and prioritization, synthesis
and inference, and finally findings compilation. The extracted results - including dimensions,
objectives, policies, strategies, tactics, techniques and outcomes of ancient Iranian partisan
resistance - make significant contributions to resistance theory development. Findings
demonstrate that Iranians established the world's first organized popular resistance
movements. The Parthians (or Khorasani people) originated partisan and guerrilla warfare
techniquesin opposition to the comprehensive dominationand invasion by the Western bloc
led by the Greeks, who sought to impose their culture and civilization through military
supremacy. When the Achaemenid Empire - antiquity's first global power - collapsed
following Alexander of Macedon's invasion in 331 BCE, Greek forces assumed complete
control over all aspects of the Achaemenid state. Through disseminating Hellenistic culture
and controlling all cultural, social, political and military institutions while imposing Western
political will and beliefs, they pursued the cultural and political assimilation of Iranians.
Considering themselves a civilized people with progressive ideas superior to the Greeks,
Iranians resisted this Western political, cultural and military aggression from the outset.
However, with the complete disintegration of the Achaemenid military structure and absence
of organized fighting forces, popular resistance gradually emerged through small resistance
cells that initiated combat against the powerful Seleucid army. Facing disparities in
manpower, weapons and military equipment compared to the Seleucid state, coupled with
lack of initial popular preparedness, Iranians developed a novel form of asymmetric armed
guerrilla warfare unprecedented in ancient history. These small resistance cells employed
partisan warfare tactics including hit-and-run operations, supply line disruption, night raids,
light cavalry, professional archers and diverse tactical innovations. Through prolonged
struggle and leveraging their geographical advantages - including familiarity with both flat
and rugged terrain, towering mountains, desert plains like the Lut and Namak deserts, and
numerous other aridregions - they gradually expanded their resistance networks. Ultimately,
they successfully constrained the Greek army and, as a symbol of resistance against ancient
superpowers, expelled the foreign threat, reestablishing Iran's national independence within
historical narrative.
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