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Abstract

Does political philosophy, like philosophical inquiry more generally, concern itself with
abstract matters that appeal only to those engaged in the study of philosophy? Or does
everyone, in one way or another, encounter questions and issues pertaining to political
philosophy, yet pass over them superficially due to a lack of sustained reflection and
systematic inquiry into such matters? Governments, for their part, confront a wide range of
issues across various domains, including legislation, executive administration, the judiciary,
security, culture, and the economy. Yet they cannot establish a systematic and coherent
political order without fundamentally engaging with the significant questions that constitute
the subject matter of inquiry and debate in political philosophy. Public officials in any
government may make decisions on the basis of utilitarian considerations, which, at the
individual level, may at times be construed by rulers as equivalent to the will of the people.
At best, they may adopt a particular theoretical framework. However, if such choices or
utilitarian judgments are not grounded in sound philosophical foundations, they possess
neither **religious legitimacy** nor **rational legitimacy**, the latter being derived from
an understanding of duty and obligation. The present article is descriptive-analytical in
nature and employs a qualitative research approach. Drawing upon experiences observed in
our country over the past several years, it seeks to elucidate the significance of political
philosophy for good governance and to address the reasons underlying the need for political
philosophy in the governance of the country. The study ultimately concludes that the
purpose of examining theories of political philosophy is to demonstrate their significance in
addressing the fundamental problems of government. Issues such as **justice, freedom, and
the structure of government®* must be examined on the basis of philosophical foundations
and in a manner appropriate to the cultural and social conditions of each society.
Accordingly, drawing upon the insights of political philosophy is essential for formulating
appropriate and well-grounded solutions to the fundamental challenges of governance.
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