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Abstract

The present fundamental-theoretical study aims to expand the scope of human geography
knowledge in Iran by examining the conceptual relationship between food security and the
school of institutionalism, as well as its impact on cooperatives. Fundamental research is
concerned with generalizing theories in order to introduce and apply them to the resolution
of related issues. In this study, the relationship between institutionalism and its practical
structure, namely agricultural cooperatives, is examined; among various types of
cooperatives, agricultural cooperatives play a significant role in achieving sustainable food
security development. Within the literature on institutional development, institutionalism
provides an effective framework for positioning each development indicator while
maintaining its interrelationships. Since food security, as the fundamental security
dimension in sustainable development, plays a crucial role, this study seeks to reduce
challenges and enhance food security through a fundamental analysis and the expansion of
institutionalism within a practical cooperative framework. In this research, the school of
institutionalism is discussed in relation to improving food security. Ultimately, by
examining the conditions and effective components influencing food security, as well as
different types of institutionalism, the effective form of institutionalism for each component
of food security is proposed with the assistance of active cooperative members.
Cooperation, in its proper position, represents a framework of institutionalism that, through
a systemic perspective, organizes the positive components of development within their
appropriate contexts. Accordingly, attention to institutional theory in food security,
accompanied by an operational framework within agricultural cooperatives in urban and
rural areas, can contribute to preserving productive forces and establishing a social system
with an economic yet environment-oriented perspective as a factor in ensuring food security
through the preservation of production structures.
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