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Abstract

Today, population, in itself, is regarded by strategists as one of the main pillars of power
and a fundamental element in the governance and identification of states. The relationship
between population and national security is reciprocal and mutually reinforcing; however,
demographic changes play a much more significant role in security issues. Population
density and distribution, age composition and demographic structure, and ethnic proportions
are concepts that link population and security. On the other hand, the presence of an active
population in any region simultaneously brings security and sustainable economic
prosperity to that region. Creating sufficient attractive employment opportunities that are
compatible with the geographical and climatic characteristics of a region is the most critical
measure for establishing and consolidating the desired population presence. The aim of this
study was to identify security threats in the desert regions of Isfahan Province in the field
of population, for which five cities were examined. This research is applied in terms of
purpose and employs a descriptive-analytical, case-oriented contextual research method
with a mixed-methods approach. The sample size corresponded to the statistical population
and was determined through census sampling, including 63 managers and expert specialists
in the fields of security, population, and statistics in Isfahan Province. Based on the research
process, the experts were identified and selected in three stages. Subsequently, security
threats were identified through three stages and reached consensus among specialists and
experts. Ultimately, 29 indicators or security threats in the field of population in the desert
regions of Isfahan Province were confirmed. According to the findings, the most important
population-related security threats in the deserts of Isfahan Province include unemployment
and lack of employment opportunities, population decline, migration, rural depopulation,
and migration of the active and young population. These factors have threatened the security
of desert areas in terms of population, particularly from the security perspective, which is
of significant importance.
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