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Abstract

The present study seeks to examine and answer the question of how the transfer of water
from the Zab River to Lake Urmia is reflected at the regional level and what effects it has
on the hydropolitical relations between Iran and Irag. The findings indicate that intensified
droughts and the reduction of inflowing water to Lake Urmia have led to a decline in the
lake’s water level and the emergence of negative environmental consequences, thereby
creating a widespread national challenge. In response to this super-crisis, the Iranian
government implemented a project to transfer water from the Little Zab River to Lake
Urmia. Creating an upstream position and increasing Iran’s leverage in its water relations,
generating a negative perception of Iran in Iraq along with assumptions of Iranian water
hegemony, and consequently increasing water-related tensions in the Middle East through
dam construction and Iran’s water transfer projects, as well as involving regional security
issues, are among the most significant hydropolitical consequences affecting Iran—Iraq
relations. These consequences may ultimately provide the grounds for a hydropolitical crisis
between the two countries. Among the hydropolitical consequences of this project are water
accumulation behind dams, inter-basin water transfer, and water scarcity and shortagesin
downstream basins. The present study adopts a descriptive-analytical method. Given the
nature of the subject under investigation, the required data were collected through library
and internet-based methods, and the data were analyzed using qualitative analysis.
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