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Abstract

An appropriate leadership style can indicate the success of a university and explain its
desirable performance. Given the importance of this issue, the present study aimed to
identify the components of ethical leadership that affect commanders’ performance. In
terms of its objective, this study is applied and was conducted using a qualitative approach
and phenomenological method. The participants consisted of 23 university managers and
staff members, specialists, and faculty members of Imam Ali Officers University in Tehran,
who were selected through purposive sampling. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews and analyzed using qualitative content analysis with MAXQDA 20
software. The findings indicate that the components of ethical leadership affecting the
performance of commanders at Imam Ali Officers University operate across two
dimensions: organizational (managerial standards and ethical and professional standards)
and individual (ethical behaviors and ethical personality).
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