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Abstract

Today, the significance of the culture of resistance in the general response of people to contemporary
issues and in countering and defeating adversaries’ conspiracies has become increasingly prominent
and central. Therefore, one of the necessities of the present era is the reconsideration of the
documentary foundations of this concept in order to reveal its capacity to address contemporary social
and political needs. This article seeks to answer this question and, with the aim of identifying and
analyzing the foundations of the right to resistance, adopts a descriptive-analytical and problem-
oriented approach. By referring to religious sources and scholarly works, the study attempts to identify
and examine the legal and religious foundations of the right to resistance. The findings of the research
indicate that in the Holy Quran, the teachings that refer to jihad (both defensive and offensive) can be
incorporated within a broader concept entitled “defensive jihad (Jihad al-Dhabbi).” Examination of
narrations also demonstrates that certain reports in the relevant chapters indicate the necessity of
“defense (Dhab)” and the protection of the integrity of Islam and Muslims as a religious legal
obligation. Furthermore, the right to resistance is supported by rational approval, and the “conduct of
the rational people” (Bina al-Oqala) can be regarded as one of the religious foundations of this concept.
In addition, the “objectives of Islamic law” (Magqasid al-Sharia) and the “spirit and understanding of
Islamic law” (Mazaq al-Shar‘) are among the supporting principles that validate resistance.
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