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Abstract

The security environment of East and Southeast Asia has consistently provided a context
for conflict and confrontation among regional and extra-regional powers due to its
geopolitical, geostrategic, and geo-economic characteristics and capacities. These
characteristics, coupled with the varying approaches of the actors involved, have altered the
nature of conflicts and increased their scope and intensity. Therefore, given that these
conflicts result from multiple and complex factors, identifying the important and key factors
associated with them is of considerable significance and can contribute to explaining the
strategies of the actors involved. Accordingly, this study systematically examines the nature
of China’s, Russia’s, and the United States’ approaches, as well as their behavior and
strategies in these conflicts, based on a descriptive-explanatory approach, and seeks to
identify patterns of conflict management adopted by these actors. The findings indicate that
the adoption, continuation, and pursuit of specific approaches, strategies, and objectives by
these three actors have resulted in the emergence of three distinct patterns of conflict
management: a pattern of peaceful settlement by the parties, pursued by China; a pattern of
perpetuating conflicts and maintaining them within the framework of regional conflict,
pursued by Russia; and a pattern of escalating and internationalizing conflicts, pursued by
the United States.
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