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Abstract

Governance is a foundational concept in the study of power and social
order. In contemporary theories—particularly in Foucault’s thought—it is
understood as a technology of guiding conduct through soft and indirect
structures. Yet, while this framework is effective in many respects, it lacks
sufficient analytical capacity for addressing invisible agents and the hidden
mechanisms of misguidance. This study, inspired by the paradigm of
governmentality, seeks to re-read the Qur’anic depiction of Satan as a
governing actor who, by deploying subtle technologies, regulates human
behavior and perception on a societal scale. The main aim of this research
is to conceptualize the model of Satanic governmentality on the basis of
thematic analysis of Qur’anic verses. Employing a qualitative approach
and thematic research method in the Qur’an, the study finds that Satan is
portrayed as the architect of a multilayered system of power. Within this
system, through instruments such as temptation, beautification,
intimidation, seduction, and partnership in wealth, he engineers behavior,
perception, and even overarching social structures. This system can be
analyzed in four dimensions: the logic of Satan’s governance, the
technologies of misguidance, the domains of power application (economy,
culture, politics, health, and security), and the process of subject-
formation. Identifying this model provides a basis for designing policies
that generate theoretical and practical resistance against hidden forms of
seduction and cultural transformation. Moreover, this framework may
serve as a foundation for developing cultural resistance models, refining
policymaking, analyzing cognitive warfare, and producing civilizational
content premised on distinction from the Satanic order.
Keywords: Governance, Governmentality, Thematic Research in the Qur’an, Satan,

Behavior Change.
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