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Abstract

It is increasingly likely that in the future, outer space will no longer remain an exclusive
domain of state activities, and private entities will also enter this field. Nevertheless, the
prospect of human access to space raises a number of challenging legal and ethical questions
and calls into question the adequacy of existing international legal instruments that govern
the use and exploration of outer space. The findings of this descriptive—analytical study
indicate that, since its inception, the primary function of international space law has been to
ensure free, unobstructed, and non-discriminatory access to space for humankind in order to
maintain peace. However, the existing international legal regimes governing space activities
are not well suited to large-scale commercial access to outer space. The results also
demonstrate that outer space and celestial bodies are subject to a set of international legal
treaties within the frameworks of both hard law and soft law. Moreover, the current
challenges surrounding space activities include the privatization and commercialization of
space activities, rights related to space tourism, criminal jurisdiction over crimes committed
in space, legal issues concerning the governance of outer space and space traffic
management, international space environmental law, property rights created in space, and
international space dispute settlement regimes. Accordingly, in light of the emerging
challenges associated with the globalization of space activities, there is a need for the
international space law regime to evolve in proportion to these developments. In this regard,
while facilitating the accelerated entry of private companies into space activities, it is also
necessary to safeguard the legal role of the state in outer space; therefore, accession to space-
related international instruments can be effective in this respect.
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1. International Lunar Research Station
2. International Space Station (ISS)
3. Moenter
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2. Sacksteder & Sanders

3. Heinetal.

4. Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer
Space, Including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (Outer Space Treaty)
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2. Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies
(1979)
3. National Aeronautics and Space Administration: The Artemis Accords: Principles for
cooperation in the civil exploration and use of the Moon, Mars, comets and asteroids for
peaceful purposes
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1. Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer
Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (Outer Space Treaty)

2. Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects
Launched into Outer Space (Resolution 2260 (XXII))

3. Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects (Resolution
2777 (XXVI))

4. Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space (Resolution 3235
(XXIX))

5. Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies
(Resolution 34/68)
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1. Principles Governing the Use by States of Artificial Earth Satellites for International Direct
Television Broadcasting (resolution 37/92)

2. Principles Relating to Remote Sensing of the Earth from Outer Space (Resolution 41/65)

3. Declaration on International Cooperation in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space for the
Benefit and in the Interest of All States, Taking into Particular Account the Needs of
Developing Countries (Resolution 51/122)

4. Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space (Resolution 47/68)
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1. Byrd
2. Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNCOPUOS)
3. Space sustainability
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1. Zhao
2. Long-term support (LTS)
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