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Abstract

U.S. military behavior during the period from 1953 to 1979 was shaped by the components of the Cold
War. Accordingly, the United States had no choice but to manage and control Iran militarily in order
to establish a balance within the Cold War equilibrium. Therefore, the United States undertook all
necessary measures to align Iran with itself in the military sphere. In this article, the researcher seeks
to examine U.S. military behavior during the Second Pahlavi period within the framework of Jihad of
Explanation. Accordingly, the research question is formulated as follows: What was the nature of U.S.
military behavior during the Second Pahlavi period? Using a descriptive-analytical method based on
a qualitative model and adopting a rational-choice explanatory and structural-causal approach, this
study examines the main dimensions and manifestations of U.S. military behavior during the Pahlavi
period based on reliable documents and evidence. The findings indicate that, in order to control and
manage the military sphere during the Pahlavi period, the United States, given the autocratic structure
of the government in which the majority of power was concentrated in the hands of the ruler,
prioritized the country’s first center of power (the Shah), followed by its second center of power
(senior army commanders). By gaining control over these two centers of power, the United States
employed the Army (through equipping and training the armed forces) and counterintelligence
(through the establishment and training of counterintelligence organizations) in pursuit of its
objectives and interests in the West Asian region.
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