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Abstract

Hybrid warfare encompasses multiple dimensions, including cognitive warfare and the alteration
of the perceptual calculations of officials and combatants; intelligence and espionage; security
and the creation of insecurity; political tensions and sedition; cultural attacks on the foundations
of the family; economic disruption of the financial structure; social unrest and the creation of
disorder; and military dimensions involving a broad-scale strategic offensive assault. In such
warfare, the enemy simultaneously employs all arenas of conflict to strike the targeted front.
Hybrid jihad, by contrast, is a strategic defensive form of jihad that takes into account the
different dimensions of the enemy’s offensive actions. Through enlightenment based on religious
principles and the teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), as well as by creating
synergy and solidarity among the people and engaging in comprehensive jihad, hybrid jihad
leads to victory in the battle of truth. The present study is developmental in nature, meaning that
this paper contributes to expanding the meaning of hybrid jihad and to deepening reflection on
the issue of countering the enemy’s hybrid warfare. The study employs qualitative and
descriptive content analysis using an inferential-ijtihadi approach, and the data were collected
from articles and books related to jurisprudence and concerning the jurisprudential foundations
of hybrid jihad. The findings indicate that hybrid jihad is a revolutionary and resistance-oriented
strategy founded on the jurisprudential principles of negating the domination of non-Muslims
and repelling enemy domination, the obligation of jihad and defense of religious and national
values, and the obligation to preserve the political system and assist the religious government in
establishing justice. Moreover, based on the principle of preserving the political system,
jurisprudence permits investigating members of one’s own forces, entering the privacy of others,
conducting espionage against the enemy, and reporting to senior authorities in order to obtain
information about the enemy’s situation and to shape infiltration operations and hybrid jihad as
a means of countering hybrid warfare.
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