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Abstract

As the principal carrier of sociocultural transformations, the middle class is considered a
determining variable in the sustainability or erosion of the “political capacity” of the Islamic
Revolution discourse. Aiming to explain this strategic challenge, the study addresses the key
question of what scenarios transformations in this class’s patterns of religiosity may give rise to
for the hegemonic capacity and symbolic capital of the political system in the future. This study
analyzes the phenomenon using an integrated analytical framework grounded in futures studies,
Causal Layered Analysis (CLA) to examine deep discursive layers, and TAIDA strategic
scenario planning to map possible futures, with the variables validated using MICMAC software.
The central hypothesis of the study is that the middle class’s transition from institutional
religiosity to individualistic and choice-oriented patterns has created a “legitimacy gap” between
this class and the political structure and has weakened the mobilizing capacity of the official
discourse. The findings, derived from an analysis of the interrelationships among the key drivers,
indicate that the continuation of trends such as the “secularization of values” and the “decline of
institutionalized religious authority,” in the absence of structural reforms and discursive
reconfiguration, will expose the political system to high-risk scenarios such as the “erosion of
social capital,” a “participation crisis,” and “political radicalism.” These results underscore the
strategic imperative that sustaining the capacity of the Islamic Revolution discourse depends on
“intelligent adaptation” to identity transformations and the redefinition of its functions within a
plural social sphere.
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1. Myth/Metaphor
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1. Selective Religiosity
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1. Indirect Impact Matrix
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1. Driver Dependent
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1. Interpretive Communities



V6ot sl #10 LL # Y ol ¢ L G et |V

Jizus 5158 elal ) dadda (T (gl pneS Gdos 0 Ay b el ol ool Lol
el i LG (Ol 1Y YE

SN cpl 4 (3le 5 b Blanh b el pls (Siotns Jlo) (5ol b rban
:Le_}(a:f ol le o 5 (bl laslg 4 )Ll a8 b 51 el ol das e C,JL
05 5 s e 4 Gshas (golaBl Mol gl 5 davly slasle) Ol peas
‘da.d b 05l e Do (Bad e e o YT SILL (ealal WS 4 &)
syt el oS (Sl (1S oS

S w (S sl el eshy Ol 5l IS el (pwoler) Sl Cla""
SIS gme 5 635 Solaeps Ll al 53 s (O some I (gl Sl OleziS)
F o glaosls G ey oo 053 V0 k(g ed Ul Ol 3 O 4 G515 4S) Lo oo i
W55k Gl el Llow S Blen Sl (Ldg S Olpen & (V0TY G Slides
(2331 5 e wle (sl ladlsr s o wlid 3l o ses o) 3 SN gla i3
L g Sy Jumie Ly OlexiS ol o

5 (osledn aaz 3l (OB sl slasyshaul (Gae slaolazal) (glo sha ch.ﬂ
— oo Glaain 4 b ol ey 51 Al g gos T ol 555 5l Ll s sl
5l ol s slerl 6osI0b) Slas 4 (Cuslion oylazal s S o Jize slazsl
o il 5 ol 5355 o0 el (S 5 oode 3 0 sl Sl Aleay (sled)
335 0 W55 plE ol

SIS e 5 Go b 51 pla ST al Goe Sl 31 sl ol et 585 Jlan| 5 el
ol g5 Jloml ol oy tn sla o ls Qi1 5 (p 5 g 010 S5 (dam I
5 Sl o s 5 el 03 32y w0 b OF Gisd 5 el (107-£07) Lo s

el SleziS IS ) e 53 (6,8 O gl 8

1. Institutional Resilience
2. Semantic Inversion
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1. Learned Helplessness



Vird sl N0 L @Yol ¢ g Jl 6l gt |T

Slgidny 9 (S5 5 4o A
(b (S b S8 55 Skl glaans 53 Olpl b st dib 3 (golaens DY
OO LS I 550 5 oo g (e s e Lo 55l 5o ol s S5 G aSL
Cois 5 &bl Olsl (a4 o0 bl a8 Golsps L o S ol DLl
03,5 558 ssn il 5 S35 s aose a awslg s eim 5l Shes S IS (sl
ol Ol (6 sgarr 53 (mslr) 5 (U8 (23 Olos Cd podS T 30 oS (S ol tuil
sl
‘sl 0315 'C)ou;ifju;;; Ol o 4w ) S S o)
T b s el 5 e Sl eSSl (RalS (gl mhaw 3
sl @l G |y 8 3l 5 o g0 dd Oloe Ly 505 S Caadd | owlow
oo S e il ) Koy 5 i Oler s (50 plaw 53
(el o slazel GISE Goand 5 o5 i slaslg
(B Sy sy 5l el 5 s S (slo shank SlasiS g 53 %
sl osls 13 gds LAl (S ae 3 1 OB sliae leé.‘.
Sote 55550 Rl SSIL L issls 513 (oolate s 53 pl 53 clow ol ity
Sladsn oL L L S oS elanl Glou (e b 5 Cuey i W55k Ol
035 yor 53 IS biled Ll ) e amslr s Bl b )bl o5 Ol
ol ) G3lus 5 tuae s e de 53 S5k (solacns (s Slacamdls 5l plies

.CMJg)&ﬁlL;u:zljg%\@ﬁcﬁjﬁcbgdj:}w:i@&p

el Olg 9 losas” @I)leg Sl Solgwin S yly A
ssleam! Bt 4 S0, (5 bl IS 1 ey OlaziS o 3150 %
Lgbu;i\j) » L)L?.M LLE‘AJL-A) 9 A;"’AJ'B C}Jﬂ—w BL) e}:_}‘\{ cgsﬂywv‘ u%‘ Waa®) L)LA.UL?
SN s Slan s o 20 adb Olgar a5 45 Il )10 4S5 S50 5 ) pomn iSO

sl 0 a5l elens] guel S



55 JS b L5 ol CNE) BLatiS b 015 5500 (51 sk 5 i 20 aib 3 DLl S ks

LoDl (65 o Sl Oleslu 5 (a3 Ml Jle gl 53 355 o slgiy
S L B sl ealie Sl 5l ke leg (sl (ajl.:« lasuslis il o,
lales mbw 5l Cypme s @bl (Dlae 0sr eanlin oIV Jliml ol Cous
skl BT LB s b o 3L ol o e ses G ainls o 4 S5
u.a’))\;-| LSJJ:‘:.’ Q‘},&A.: B (o JJS (abu\ Lg“\il.w)x&; C)Y)M B) )fuojlét.a LSLM\-‘L’;’
A el aasls 5 g Ol ible g (3lsl 5 L fud s

e anelr b sl eS e b b gilusl thaaly e laslg o i
Lol odalonil Lo sie adl Ol 3 ey polow S L Sl @ olg (Solapps alS
3l sl 4 SHlie S o5 Sl elanxl (6551 Jl st L ol sl
S o ey S

Cdld 5 Sl G5B Csmler b el slajl 5 Saa b lis s oS Sl
S alladss Colam Ll Lt Clew ol e S SBSL L G lasly
S 5L OlSGal a5 il (Ko 3 Sl SIS 5 pede sla el anas slgips o slaslesla
3 st Al e ol slaslgs ul Lol eal Bl gre aib Gl 1y e s b 8
ol 2oy 5l Lo 40T 0y S W55k 1 4yl bz T 2508
5 ol (ol 25 05 (65510l 2 (oIS ale o Dol plajbitle o oy 55 g
Al eler (slag s 045 6 IS0 5l sl

el Canly e oIS el 1 S 3 N o (63 pals Oleys sl 4
hol Jalse 5l S e gie il aly s 5 G (S sl Ole GIKS
T R RV T T PYES  WOUOO ST IR P SCHIS Do I

el e aib sla 2S5 a5l e0los el
SeFlal Glr Seos b slagtasy S Sl 5l oY
aibs 28 S0 (e ges Kb (g3 ,maly o 5 do ) Ul 5o L (sl ) s el
ik ez Sl 550 5 (S5 S ol 0sbos jates slatoley plal (s ol



Vet oL @0 L Y ols 8 JL $ ‘}2,’;7 Y\

laslKas rlj-l\ Aol gl el leﬂ.ul . (Ja.“a des sla 5158 &l s b g
‘9Q‘Ji.:«;s&:ﬁ:ajyQﬂ‘j@j}‘\)d)}‘uww\@ul{&yﬁ@LS.'\—QJ_%
‘5\4.15}3&0J{LE‘_}g..'zg\)ﬁ}Q%QM‘SW'CJJ):JSM\fJ&uﬁoxJ
Sl iS55 OF Bllanl Ol 5es 40 el s oDl OB OletiS wnbiws 0155 ool s

(O Ol LB s 5 antlis Cannny 4 Dl asd ol STl baw gt il (g5l 0y
S i gl e K5 e Ol COEL il sl e anslr 5 Sl kel
w;&ljéj&‘éLMM‘QYﬁw\&ﬁ_}fo.&bbb“whﬂbd;u;wiﬁ

S el Ol s Gl ool Ol piy (glas o



55 JS b L5 ol CNE) BLatiS b 015 5500 (51 sk 5 i 20 aib 3 DLl S ks

Fho oy

oo 3liyosls 4 i o gd 4 dyks Jangio 4id g )lo s A5 adllas (VE0Y) OLKan oLL
S sl ey

Wb inss Oyl buwgie 4id o5 glad g cSylie S2alS s (V60F) gliiex
(3 lidanal

Sl tass st dge Slib Ollsmy 53 olspes fle) (\YAE) Slass 5 ) scpem
A0 slazl ulizoly,

S (ol Ol Silutig 5o o sloslg Olodkr 25 p3ede] (\YAQ) 515 Lo
st el Slllas 0Ly / !

el 5 Gl oo v gt il o S L0 cd B b, (VEr ) SIS o

OBl Rl A 50l Opf L gt 4 gyl 505 ST g sl sl (VWAL 2T 5 Sl

oo aallad Olpl (548 Dongio Sk (5)ls0n0 3 e g Dpde polie (\YAN) ol g 3
N el

wbOLL] OF Sty alolidanels Y5 addlls fsjlse silsms (VYAO) Sl o3l oD
[slblb adle o8iils eyl wlis S

ol e U sysmatsy Gl 0Lyl kgt did (gl elidaisS (VTAY) NS
AV o wlbidanels el fags

S e 0L Oyl sl 3 s SIS 5 ailss o Sragy 50 (V64F) IRCUD
M‘Jw 9 QLib‘ eKJ’J‘J Qu.;bﬁ



Vit oL@V L #Y ol @t Jl Y A
2% e 8 d’/-y’/’ )

References

Baumann, G. (2023). Religiosity and Modernity: Urban Middle Classes in Iran. London:
Routledge.

Smith, J. R., Ali, S., & Khosravi, D. (2025). The shifting faith: Religious change among
Iranian urban middle classes. International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 57(2),
110-129.

Pew Research Center. (2023). Iran: Youth and Religious Trends. Retrieved from
https://www.pewresearch.org

WVS (World Values Survey) (2023). Wave 7 Data Release. Tehran Dataset.

Digital 2024: Iran. (2024). Social Media Statistics and Civic Participation in Iran.
Retrieved from https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2024-iran

Iranian Sociological Association. (2023). Annual Report on Religious Attitudes and
Behavior in Iran.



