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A traditional U.S. ally,
| A Saudi Arabia took steps

[ to join the bloc in 2023. = %
SCO is the largest regional While BRICS mainly focus { )]
organization globally, -4 on economic cooperation, o Y / [
encompassing 42% of the SCO focuses on regional &
global population and 32% security issues, like F27 ==
of the global GDP. terrorism, ethnic separatism =

and religious extremism.

SCO TIMELINE

B i ¥
jum [ © | SCO initiates Iran's full

Founded in Shanghai by n :@‘: membership process,
China, Kazakhstan, Russia, Becomes an H——{] while Egypt, Qatar, and
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan observer in the UN Afghanistan receives Saudi Arabia become
and Kyrgyzstan. General Assembly. observer status. dialogue partners.
2001 2005 2012 2021
2002 2007 2017 2023
Statute signed to SCO has over twenty India and Pakistan Saudi Arabia
encourage cooperation in large-scale projects related officially join as take steps to
spheres like politics, trade, to transportation, energy full members. join the SCO.
economy, technology, and telecommunications.
culture, and education. == =
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