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Abstract

The United States Department of Defense, through the promulgation of the “Interim
National Defense Strategy Guidance” document, with the objective of concentrating on the
China threat and the defense of the U.S. homeland, has called for a reduction in the
American military presence in regions such as Southwest Asia. Given the significance of
the Southwest Asia region in global equations and the geopolitical order, it is axiomatic that
any political decision by one of the influential actors in this region (whether regional or
extra-regional) entails consequences and outcomes that are instrumental in the formulation
of policies and strategies by other active regional actors. The Islamic Republic of Iran, as
the preeminent regional actor in Southwest Asia, can, by identifying the propulsive and
inhibitory factors stemming from the implementation of the aforementioned document,
proceed to redefine and adopt novel strategies across diverse domains commensurate with
the shift in the approach of the United States as the principal extra-regional actor in
Southwest Asia. In the present study, while examining the provisions of the “Interim
National Defense Strategy Guidance” document, the internal and external environmental
factors resulting from the shift in the U.S. approach and bearing upon the articulation of the
defensive strategies of the Islamic Republic of Iran were identified. Subsequently, utilizing
Kurt Lewin’s Force Field Analysis method, the defensive strategies of the Islamic Republic
of Iran were formulated. This research is applied in its typology and employs a mixed-
methods approach with a descriptive-analytical methodology. Ultimately, seven macro-
strategies were identified and, subsequent to receiving endorsement from expert and elite
panelists in a brainstorming session, presented.

Keywords: Interim National Defense Strategy Guidance Document, Strategy,
Environmental Factors.
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