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Abstract

Central Asia has become an arena of competition among regional and global powers because of its
geopolitical position and rich natural resources. The Islamic Republic of Iran and Ttrkiye, as two
important actors in the region, pursue different and conflicting economic interests. The expansion of
Tiirkiye’s relations with the Central Asian republics and the resulting geopolitical consequences have
created the conditions for a conflict of economic interests between the two countries. The aim of this
study was to explain the conflict of economic interests between the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Tiirkiye arising from the geopolitical consequences of Tiirkiye’s expanding relations with the Central
Asian republics. This developmental and applied study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical
method. First, relevant documents were reviewed. Qualitative data were then collected through
interviews with 14 experts and analyzed using MAXQDA. The main factors underlying the conflict
of economic interests were competition over transit routes, competition for foreign investment,
competition in the energy and pipeline sectors, efforts to revive the Zangezur route, shifts in the
geopolitical balance, and competition in the tourism industry. Increased exports from Turkiye,
decreased exports of Iranian goods, and Tiirkiye’s obstruction of Iran’s exploitation of its share of the
Caspian Sea were found to have the least impact. The study’s innovative contribution lies in its
geoeconomic analysis and the systematic identification of economic components that have received
limited attention in similar studies.
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