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Pathology of Video Games Policymaking in Iran’s
Upstream Laws from the Perspective of Stakeholders
Hasan Mohammadi Monfared', Mohamd Huseini’
Abstract

The vast statistical community affected by the video games governance system in Iran
during 2022 demonstrates the necessity of studying it from a policy-making perspective.
There are three main upstream documents in this ecosystem. The multiplicity
of stakeholders, conflicts of interest, and ambiguity in the relationships between
governmental, public, and private institutions have challenged the delineation of policy-
making mechanisms in this field; the closure of game production and distribution
centers, illegal activities, and the increase in the emigration of activists in this field
from the country are confirmation of this claim. In the present study, the actors were
divided into two groups: governmental and non-governmental, and 8 semi-structured
interviews were conducted using the smart selection method with representatives
of each of these stakeholder groups. The themes were discovered and analyzed,
which resulted in 161 textual propositions, 13 coordinating themes, and ultimately
five overarching themes, which include policy and legislative issues; including legal
weakness, weakness in identifying the problem in the policy-making institution,
problems in implementing laws, functional weakness in governing institutions;
including weakness in providing services and facilities, regulatory problems, political
and cultural issues; including problems in consumer culture, negative public approach
towards this area, political factors, lack of resources and infrastructure problems;
including technical and infrastructure problems, lack of human resources, financial
and investment issues, and institutional weakness; including institutional interference
and the status of the institution in charge of computer games; finally, a policy solution
based on the identified challenges was presented.
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