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Abstract

The attainment of a desirable environment constitutes one of the overarching objectives
enshrined in Iran's 20-Year Vision Document. Realizing this goal necessitates the
resolution of prevailing environmental challenges and the effective utilization of both
the actual and latent capacities of the country. The present study aims to identify and
prioritize the comprehensive set of strategic issues within Iran's environmental domain.
The required data were gathered through documentary research, encompassing an
examination of upstream national policy documents, scientific literature, and the expert
opinions of environmental specialists. In this regard, the Delphi approach was
employed to integrate expert perspectives in order to establish coherence and
systematization among the identified set of issues. Furthermore, the Fuzzy Analytic
Hierarchy Process (FAHP) was utilized for the prioritization and ranking of the
identified issues. The findings indicate that the foremost environmental challenges
facing the country include the absence of a coherent watershed management program,
the occurrence of drought and climate change, excessive water extraction, and the
desiccation of wetlands and lakes. Moreover, water pollution attributable to industrial,
hospital, and municipal effluents; air pollution emanating from power plants, refineries,
motor vehicles, and the steel and iron smelting industries; and soil pollution resulting
from the overapplication of agricultural pesticides and chemical fertilizers, as well as
improper disposal of household, hospital, and industrial waste, were found to hold the
highest degrees of significance.
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