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Abstract

Under the prevailing conditions of economic sanctions and persistent fluctuations, the expansion of
non-oil exports through the reinforcement of international marketing capabilities has emerged as a
strategic imperative for Iranian knowledge-based enterprises. This study aims to analyze the strategic
role of international marketing capabilities in bolstering the export resilience of Iran's knowledge-
based industries, with a particular emphasis on the mediating roles of competitive advantage and
differentiation advantage. In terms of purpose, this research is applied in nature, and in terms of
methodology, it adopts a descriptive-survey design. The statistical population comprised export-
oriented firms operating within knowledge-based industries of a technical and industrial nature, from
which 30 companies were purposively selected. The unit of analysis was at the organizational level,
and data were collected from senior managers in the domains of marketing, sales, and exports. The
data collection instrument was a structured questionnaire grounded in contemporary theoretical
literature, the validity and reliability of which were statistically corroborated. Data analysis was
conducted employing Partial Least Squares Structural Equation Modeling (PLS-SEM). The findings
revealed that differentiation advantage exerts the most substantial direct effect on export performance
(B=0.488), followed closely by competitive advantage, which also demonstrated a significant impact
(B = 0.486). Furthermore, international marketing capabilities were found to exert a positive and
significant direct as well as indirect effect on export performance through the aforementioned two
advantages. Overall, the development of international marketing infrastructures—encompassing
planning flexibility, strategic execution proficiency, and the adaptation of products to align with global
market demands—can, by fostering distinctive and competitive advantages, significantly elevate
export resilience and ensure the sustainability of the nation's non-oil revenues.

Keywords: International Marketing Capabilities, Competitive Advantage, Differentiation
Advantage, Export Resilience, Knowledge-Based Firms, Export Performance, Non-Oil Export
Development.
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