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Abstract

Over the past decade, the growth of terrorist groups in Afghanistan, particularly ISIS
Khorasan, has become one of the country’s major security threats. Consequently,
Afghanistan’s neighboring countries in the region have adopted different
counterterrorism policies and approaches toward security threats in Afghanistan based
on their own interests. The failed counterterrorism policies and traditional military
strategies employed by these governments in combating terrorist groups have further
endangered regional security. Accordingly, this study aims to examine the theoretical
approach of Reverse Defense in confronting threats posed by terrorist groups,
particularly ISIS Khorasan, in Afghanistan. The main research question is: What
approach should these regional governments adopt to counter the growing threats posed
by ISIS Khorasan? In response to this question, the study advances a hypothesis and,
using a descriptive-analytical method and drawing on library and internet sources,
seeks to propose a new defensive approach termed the “Reverse Defense” theory. The
findings indicate that, given the group’s current ecosystem and its growing resistance
to the counterterrorism policies and traditional military strategies of these governments,
applying this new defensive approach would enable them to take action to neutralize
the threats and even bring about the collapse of ISIS Khorasan, or at least limit the
movements of its members within Afghanistan’s borders.
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