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Privacy and Cybersecurity, A Comparative Study of the
Performance of Iran’s FATA Police and Germany from
an International Relations Perspective
Mohammad Tajari’, Seyed Abolghasem Naghibi?,
Mohammad Sadegh Mousavi®

Abstract

In recent decades, advancements in digital technologies and the increase in cybercrime have
elevated the role of cyber police in safeguarding national security and internet users. The
extensive use of modern surveillance tools has raised significant challenges regarding privacy
and has prompted questions about the balance between security and individual freedoms. Iran
and Germany, as two countries with differing approaches to cybersecurity and data protection,
provide a suitable basis for a comparative study. Accordingly, this research examines how Iran’s
FATA police utilize modern technologies and compares their approach with similar practices in
Germany, focusing on privacy challenges and the international implications of these measures.
The main research question is: “How do legal, technological, and political differences between
Iran and Germany affect the performance of cyber police and the protection of citizens’ privacy?”
In response, it appears that Iran’s use of modern technologies by the FATA police is more limited
compared to Germany, creating greater privacy challenges with significant implications for
international relations and diplomatic interactions. Using a mixed-methods approach including
comparative analysis, review of legal documents, and official police reports from Iran and
Germany and guided by international relations theories, particularly the cyber-security perspective
and realism (which analyze the impact of cyber activities on national interests, security, and
international interactions), the study found that Germany, through advanced technologies and
protective legal frameworks, has maintained a relative balance between cybersecurity and privacy,
limiting unauthorized access to citizens’ data. In Iran, legal and technological constraints create
greater challenges for protecting user privacy, occasionally generating human rights concerns and
international criticism. Differences in transparency and accountability of police institutions also
significantly affect public trust in cyber systems in both countries. Furthermore, these disparities
influence international cooperation in combating cybercrime, demonstrating that global standards
cannot be effectively implemented without legal and technical adaptation. The findings indicate
that improving the performance of Iran’s FATA police and enhancing privacy standards require
transparent laws, advanced technological tools, and effective international collaboration.
Keywords: FATA Police, Privacy, Cybersecurity, International Relations, Germany .
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1. Bundeskriminalamt - BKA
2. Nationales Cyber-Abwehrzentrum - Cyber-AZ

3. Kleber
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3. Schmidt
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1. Security through cooperation

2. Normative soft power

3. Federal Criminal Police Office

4. Federal Office for Information Securit

5. CERT-Bund (Computer Emergency Response Team)
6. Miiller
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1. Wagner
2. Cyber Soft Power
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