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Abstract

The development and proliferation of intelligent technologies, tools, and systems are undeniable
phenomena. In today's world, owing to the remarkable capabilities of artificial intelligence, these
technologies are increasingly being employed across various industries. The drone industry is no
exception. Today, intelligent drones can operate without direct human control and perform activities
in accordance with their intended purposes or objectives. In some cases, unlike automated drones, they
may even undertake actions that are not readily predictable. This study examines the issue of civil
liability arising from the operation of such intelligent drones. The central question is: when an
intelligent drone causes harm through its activities, to whom or to what should liability for
compensating the resulting damage be attributed? Can such an intelligent product be held liable for its
own harmful acts? Using a descriptive-analytical method, this study finds that Iranian law has the
potential to recognize autonomous artificial intelligence as possessing an independent legal
personality. Consequently, where a harmful act is committed by an intelligent system, such as a drone,
liability may be attributed to the artificial intelligence itself, and compensation for the resulting damage
should be provided by the Al system through mechanisms such as compensation from its generated
income, insurance coverage, compensation funds, and similar arrangements. It should be noted that
recognizing the civil liability of artificial intelligence does not preclude the liability of its designer or
possessor where their own fault is established.
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