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Abstract

The increasing use of artificial intelligence in military weapon systems that operate without human
intervention has raised serious questions and uncertainties across various areas of international law.
Autonomous weapon systems, whether employed in armed conflicts or in situations involving the
protection of facilities or local populations, may, as a result of Al malfunction or computational errors,
cause large-scale civilian casualties or severe damage to critical infrastructure and the environment.
Given that such weapons directly affect human life, the present study aims to explain the legal
foundations and grounds of state responsibility for the use and deployment of autonomous weapon
systems, with particular emphasis on the non-invocability of force majeure as a means of precluding
responsibility when harm results from malfunction or error in the artificial intelligence components of
such systems. This applied and future-oriented study employs a qualitative descriptive-analytical
method. The findings indicate that, under existing international law and applicable legal norms, states
bear responsibility for the manner in which autonomous weapon systems are used and for the
consequences arising from their malfunction. The invocation of force majeure cannot relieve states of
international responsibility for breaches of international obligations and resulting damage due to
several considerations, including the weakened requirement of unforeseeability, the fact that the
weapon remains under the control of the deploying state, the absence of the type of material
impossibility required to avoid the wrongful act, the state's assumption of the risks inherent in the use
of such weapons, and the relevance of obligations erga omnes and peremptory norms of general
international law. Accordingly, in response to the concerns of the international community, to
safeguard the human right to life, strengthen state accountability, address existing legal gaps, and
prevent states from invoking force majeure to evade international responsibility for harm resulting
from malfunctions of autonomous weapon systems, the United Nations should place the development
and adoption of a specific legal regime governing autonomous weapon systems on its agenda.
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1. Recommendation on the Ethics of Artificial Intelligence
2. Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)
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1. Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects 1972.
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