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Abstract

In recent years, defense cooperation between Iran and China has emerged as a central pillar of strategic
relations between the two countries. The development of science and technology, as core elements of
sustainable national progress, significantly influences economic, political, and defense advancements.
Policymakers emphasize enhancing the country’s scientific and technological capabilities to achieve
overarching objectives. Cooperation in the field of science and technology is rooted in regional and global
geopolitical changes and reflects Iran and China’s efforts to strengthen diplomatic, defense, and security ties
in order to address shared challenges and threats. The main objective of this study is to formulate the defense
cooperation policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran with China in the field of science and technology. This
is accomplished using a descriptive-analytical method of an applied-developmental nature with a mixed-
method approach, involving theoretical studies and specialized interviews relevant to the research topic.
Data were analyzed through descriptive and inferential statistical methods, MAXQDA techniques, and
environmental analysis of the science and technology sector. After constructing internal and external factors
evaluation matrices and confirming the validity and reliability of results, sectoral policies were initially
formulated, followed by final policy recommendations. The findings indicate that the most significant
policies include: advanced technology transfer and localization (with a focus on transferring advanced
technologies such as artificial intelligence and nanotechnology), sustainable investment and innovation
(establishing joint investments for infrastructure development and ensuring innovation sustainability),
human capacity building (training specialized personnel), intellectual property and security management
(defining intellectual property rights for joint achievements), and international standardization and alignment
(adhering to international standards in educational cooperation and standardization efforts).
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1. China’s use of formal science and technology agreements as a tool of diplomacy
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