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Analysis of the News Contents of the Telegram Channel
of Persian BBC during the Time Range of the January

1396 Riots from Security Studies Perspectives
Sajad Imani Pour', Hamed Vanak’

Abstract

Media, particularly virtual social networks in today’s network society, have
intensive impacts on the public opinions and social structure of truth in the
minds of the audience. One of the important dimensions of these impacts is
the political domain. Of the political impacts of the social networks on the
public opinions in the recent years include January 1396 riots during which
the citizens protesting the economic situation protest the government. But
guiding the opinions by social networks, these riots turned to violence on
that day and continued with violence and deconstruction within a week.
Among the reasons and factors of establishing and continuing the riots
during January 1396, the role of the Telegram Media as a virtual social
media, especially as a provider of organizing bed and summoning people to
come to streets is inevitable. This research attempts to answer this question
that what contexts have enabled the Persian BBC Telegram Channel to
affect the public opinions and accordingly, the protests of that year?.

As a result, it was evident that the comprehensive and main contexts of
this channel whose context has been produced and disseminated around
it include inefficiency of the Islamic Republic, its systemic corruption,
weakening and destroying pillars of legitimacy and social capital of the
Islamic Republic, violation of human rights and civil freedom in the Islamic
Republic, deadlock in the society and promoting to protest and riot by
people. These comprehensive contexts clearly explain the focused points of
this media in turning protests to riots.

Key words: social media, Telegram, Persian BBC, riot, public opinions
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